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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Old Fort Snelling, i8 19-1838. By Marcus L. Hansen. (Iowa 
City, State Historical Society of Iowa, 1918. xi, 270 p.)^ 

The history of Minnesota, from the beginning of American 
occupation to its organization as a territory in 1848 and, to a 
less extent, during the territorial period which dosed in 1858, 
centers very largely around Fort Snelling. Any adequate ac- 
count of the fort, therefore, must be a contribution to the history 
of the region in all its varied phases. It should be more than 
that, however ; it should also add to our knowledge of the history 
of the frontier, of that process by which one region after another 
has been occupied by the expanding forces of the American na- 
tion and transformed from a wilderness to settled communities. 
Mr. Hansen's book possesses these qualifications. It was his 
purpose to write of Fort Snelling as an institution, as "a type of 
the many remote military stations which were scattered through- 
out the West" ; and in this he has been successful. At the same 
time he has recounted in an entertaining manner many of the in- 
cidents and events that make up the content of Minnesota his- 
tory. 

The first three chapters outline the story of the region and the 
post from the French explorations to the attempted sale of the 
reservation in 1858. The remainder of the book, ten chapters, 
consists of essays on various phases of the history of the fort 
and of developments connected with it either directly or indi- 
rectly. The careers of the more important commanding officers 
are sketched, the fort itself and the surrounding region are de- 
scribed, and the routine of garrison life is vividly portrayed. The 
large part which the Indians played in the early history of the 
region comes out in chapters dealing with the work of the Indian 
agent, feuds between Chippewa and Sioux, the fur trade, mis- 
sionary activities, and, finally, treaties for the cession of land. 
Another chapter is devoted to the visits of various distinguished 
people — explorers, writers, and tourists. The book concludes fit- 

^ Reprinted by permission, from the American Historical Review, 24 : 139 
(October, 1918). 
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tingly with an account of the beginnings of civilian settlement in 
the region and the relations between settlers, and soldiers. This 
topical arrangement results in a rather static treatment of the sub- 
ject — ^the reader does not get an adequate impression of the de- 
velopment of the region as a whole during the period; but it 
helps, on the other hand, to bring out the character of the fort as 
an institution. 

The author has consulted a large amount of material both 
manuscript and printed, and has used it, in general, with discrim- 
ination. AUhough marred by occasional grammatical slips, such 
as a singular verb with a plural noun and a pronoun without an 
antecedent, the style is spirited ; and the book should have an ap- 
peal to the lay reader. The scholar, too, if he have patience to 
track the footnotes to their lair at the end of the book, will find 
much to assist him in further and more intensive research. 

The book is attractively printed and bound, is indexed, and 
contains two illustrations. Its interest and usefulness might have 
been increased by reproductions of some of the contemporary 
maps of the reservation and the surrounding region and especially 
by the inclusion of a critical bibliography of the material con- 
sulted. 

Solon J. Buck 

Final Report of the International Joint Commission on the Lake 
of the Woods Reference. (Washington and Ottawa, 1917. 
261 p. Illustrations) 

Under provisions of a treaty between the United States and 
Great Britain, January 11, 1909, the questions considered in this 
report were submitted on June 27, 1912, to an international joint 
commission by the governments of the United States and the 
Dominion of Canadia. The report, dated June 12, 1917, treats 
of international regulation of the water level, by dams and other 
means, "in order to secure the most advantageous use of the 
waters of the Lake of the Woods and of the waters flowing into 
and from the lake on each side of the boundary for domestic and 
sanitary purposes, for navigation and transportation purposes, for 
fishing purposes, and for power and irrigation purposes, and also 
in order to secure the most advantageous use of the shores and 
harbors of the lake and of the waters flowing into and from the 



